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. Confidential.

353rd Fighter Souadron
354th Fighter Group
AP0 141, US Army

9 Aupust 1944
1220 hours
4919N - 0402E

STATEMENT

T was flying No. 2 man on wing of Major Don M. Beerbower
who was leading 353rd Fighter Squadron on an armed reconnaissance
mission. We went down to strafe an airfield north of Reims. Our
first pass was from North to South, firing at twin-engine e/a in
revetments. I noticed Major Beorbower got hits on en e/a. We
came off the field, ciroledsdo the right end made a pass from East
to West to knock out gun empXicements as Blue and Green flights
made a pass at planes in revetments. As we came in range, in
line-abreast formation, the guns opened fire on us and we returned
the fire. Major Beerbower silenced one gun and pulled up straight
as we left. I saw hits on his wing and the canopy was gone. The
plane was climbins and it appeared that the Major was hit. The
plane climbed until it partially stalled, half-rolled and nosed
straight dowvn in a dive, exploding when it hit the ground. The
pilot fell free while it was in the vertical dive, but no apparent
attempt was made to open his 'chute.

W?deﬂ«

FREDERICK B. DELDS,
2nd 1t., Alr Corps,
Pilot.




353rd Pirshter Souadron
354th ®™irhter Group
APO 141, T2 Army

9 Aumist 1944
1220 houre
4019 - 04027

I was flyins Red Three position, 353rd Fl-hter :
Squadron, onr 2an srmed reconnalsscnee mission. We wen
in and strafed the eirdrome north of Reims. On the first
p6.3g, ¥Major Don V. Beerbowver, Squsdror Lender, destroved
a Ju-88 in tl.=2 revetments. Fe then called the Sgquadron
and sald he vouléd ro down on the flak emplacements whille
the rest of the Soundron strafed the field. FHe des-
troyed one flak emploncement and cot 2 few hits on his
rlane; he svung over to knock out another emplacement
and i1t rot several hits on him. ¥e then pulled up to
about 1,000 feet, Jettisoned hir canopy nnd hies ship
seemed to stall out and fall off n its back. As its
nose dropped through, M2 Jor Beerbower fell out the side
of the nirplane, struck the left side and draped over
the left taill-plane. At about 400-500 feet he cnme
loose and 4id not attemnt to pull his rip-cord. The
plane crashed and burned =bout 400 ynrds from where M=: jor
Beerbower hit.

BRUCE W. CARR, -
Flight Officer, Air Corps,
Pllot.
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hugast 8, 1944 12,30
500 Meter scuth of St. Thierry, 10 Ka ndth-west of' Retas
Flak (€0

Maustang
ETOo?

PR comeentr ation Polnt Bruznlles Aug. 11

8/Ldr, Beerbrower,Don. M. 100 § destroyed
N Pllot dead




TELEGRAM FORM

DISTANCE - MESSAQE =~0BERURSEL-

KAME OF DISTANCE-MESSAQGE WRITER:

ACCEFPTED: DELIVERED:
DATE: =
RECEIVED: TINE:
Y03z
DATE: Aug. 12 THROUGH:
Time: 11,20 ROLL:

FROM: L SE®
THROUGH : Nickele

'mm

m:.wmut91m-t12.3om'd-wrﬂwmk 500 Seter south of
St. Thierry (I} 10 Km mortia-west of Reims) Idemtifivations: & T, fire at crash
100 § dsptroyed.- FF;Squadron Leader Don. M. Beerbrower.-Identified;strip of leather

bore Identifications, dead.
J-1896 IT.On August 8, 1944, 15.15 erac'h of a Thunderbolt, Identifications: E A - star by

markings A € Y- En Multien ( 40 =u south-west of Soissons) fire at erash, 100 % damage.
Eind of downing not deterwined.P.ilot escaped.

Command of Alrpart Area 11/VI Laon,le.

6=3224 ,AF(S8)
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bRV LRAF d2
STATEMENT ON CAPTURE OR RECOVERY OF MEMBERS OF ENEMY AIR FORCES

REPORT 18 MADE THROUGH: Aifield Headgtrs. pisTRIBUTOR; PN Transit Camp Air

(berursel
OFFICE OR STATION: Reims
LOCATION: Date: August 10, 1944 OFFICE OB APPRAISAL=-VALVES:
DOWNED )
REBARDING: NNKKRKKECRXYANNMEAY Mustang DATE AND T ME: August 9, 1944 at 12.20
Jurieed )

AT;: 500 Meter southeain: 10 Km north-sest of EXNNMX Reims
of St. Thisrry

PERSONAL RECORD OF MEMBERS OF ENEMY AIR FORCES
SURNAME )

FAMILY NAME: LAST wAME ) Beerbrower

CHRISTIAN FAME)
FIRST NAME: @IVEN NAME ) Dom. M.

RANK: Major

SERIAL
IDENTIFICATION NUMBER: SERVICE mot determined
’ wAaTiONALITY: U S A Air Corps
STATEMENTS MADE AT TIME OF CAPTURE: STATEMENT MADE AT RECOVERY OF DEAD:
DATE OF CAPTURE: DATE & TIMNE & PLACE OF RECOVERY:Aug.9,44.
EXACT LOCATION OF CAPTURE: CONDITION OF #ODY: by wreekage,body
CAPTURE EFFECTED BY: smashed
THE PRISONER WORE (UNIFORM) DESCRIPTION OF IDENTIFICATION TAd:-above
HOW WERE PERSONAL RECORDS OF DEAD
ASCERTAINEDT gtrip of leather
DATE AND TIME OF NURiaL:August 10, 1944
GRAVE LOCATION: Cemetery Best, Reims
POSSIBLE IMPUTATION (PLACING) UNDER SERVICE OF THE Line III,grave No. 25 |
6.F.P. OR S.D., FOR PURPOSE OF ASCERTAINING ENEMY |
PATRONAGE OR FAVOR: m '}Mp of leather ‘
DELIVERED TO WOSPITAL: ‘
DATE: Signature:
m. and leader of
DATE AND TIME OF TRANSPORTATION TO underteking detail.

PRISONER CONCENTRATION POINT:

REMARKS .

PECULIARITIES IN BENAVIOR OF PRISONER, BTC,)

(ATTENPTED ESCAPE,

INVENTORY OF SECURED, PERSONAL EFFECTS OF KCKANNKNXRN CEAD: )
o)

INVENTORY OF PERSONAL EFFECTS AND EQUIPWMENT OF PRISONER OR DEAD:

B304, AF(5)
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STATEMENT ON CAPTURE OF RECOVERY OF MEMBERS OF ENEMY AIR FORCES

REFPORT 1S MWADE THROUGHM: DISTRIBUTOR:

ALfleld lieadgtrs, PT Transit Cawp Alr
' Oherureel
OFFICE OR STATION: Sedin
LOCATION: Date: August 10, 1944 OFFiCE na_uu_ruu-uwt:a:
DOWNED )

REGARDING: ﬁgﬁz{'xﬁ'“’” Mustang OATE KD TIRE: puguat 9, 1944 at 12,30

——

e e e

AT 500 Reter soulf'"’ 10 Ka morib-eest of STNEXY Relws

of 8t, Tulerry
PERSONAL RECORD OF MEMBERS OF ENEMY AIR SORCES i
SURMANME ) . /
FANILY WAME: LAST NAME ) oo M f? A
CHRISTIAN NAME) ] // O
CHRISTIAN NAME / 5
FIRST RaMZ: OGIVEN NAME ) A
iy Dom. M. 5

RANK: ¥a)
o SERIAL A

L
IDEATIFICATION NUMBER: SERVICE

pot detsrained
NATIONALITY:
Usa ___ Alr Corpe
STATEMENTS MADE AT TIME OF CAPTURE: STATEMENT MADE AT RECOVERY OF DEAD:
DATE OF CAPTURE: DATE & TIHE & PLAC OF RECOVERY:
EXACT LOCATION OF CAPTURE: CONDITION .OF BODY: Aug.9pdde
CAPTURE EFFECTED BY: by wreekage,body
: e RN sanmted
THE PRISONER WORE (UNIFORM) DESCRIPTION GF IDEATIFICATION TAG:

WOW WERE PERSONAL RECORDS OF DEAD above

ASCERTAINED?
strip of leather

DATE AND T:I!ME OF BURIAL:
GRAVE LOCATION: August 191-.:‘1“
—_GCanetary Eest, Be

POSSIOLE IMPUTATION (PL. CING) UNDER SERVICE CF THE

8.F.P. OR 5.D.., FOR PURP'SE OF AJCERTAINING ENEMY Line III,grave do. 25

PATRONAGE OR FAVOR: _ M *)Strip of lea
DELIVERED TO HOSPITAL:
DATE:

Signature: ap
DATE AND TIME OF TRANSPORTATION TO Sgt. and leader of
PRISONER CONCENTARATION POINY: undertaking detail,
REMARKS:

(ATTEMPTED ESCAFE. PECULIARITIES IN BENAVIOR OF PRISON «, BTC.)

*)

INVENTORY OF PERSONAL EFFECTS AND EQUIPHMENT OF PRISONER OR DE:D:

INVENTORY OF SECURED, PERSONAL EFFECTS OF FRISONER OR DEAD:
XXX Y IXXXX

E-3224,AF(2)
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NO: FLACE AND nu:_ur HAME: EATIDEA™ RANEy LOCATION OF GRAVE: -;na.l.lls
CASUALTI.TIPE OF LiTXe

DATE OF BURIAL:

BEERBRCVWER,DONN. MNajor Western Cemeteary at
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«S.he
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u:“‘ﬂ‘t LLLE 32 Aug. 9 23.35
Toi-Evaluation Polnt West Oberursel.-
4=3833 i.0n August 3 1944 at 12.30 dowming of a Mustang P 51 by Flak 500 Meter south of
St. ThIwrry (I=f 10 Km north-west of Feims) Identifications: E T, fire at erash
100 ¥ destroyed.- FFiSquadrom Leader Don. M. Beerbrower.-Idemtifiedistrip of leather
bore Idemtifications, dead.
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